A GLOBAL FRAMEWORK FOR
UNDERSTANDING HOMELESSNESS

The IGH Global Framework captures three broad categories
of people who may be considered homeless, defined as

“lacking access to minimally adequate housing.” For local
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definitions, countries or cities may include some of these
categories and not others. Rather than a list that must be
accepted in full everywhere, the Framework offers a shared
vocabulary for collaboration across countries. Within the
Framework, IGH targets programs and research primarily
toward those in Category 1 and in a subset of Category 2.

1A People sleeping in the streets
or in other open spaces (such as
parks, railway embankments,
under bridges, on pavement, on
river banks, in forests, etc.)

1 B People sleeping in public
roofed spaces or buildings not
intended for human habitation
(such as bus and railway stations,
taxi ranks, derelict buildings,
public buildings, etc.)

1C People sleeping in their cars,
rickshaws, open fishing boats and
other forms of transport

1D ‘Pavement dwellers’ -
individuals or households who
live on the street in a regular
spot, usually with some form of
makeshift cover

2A People staying in night
shelters (where occupants have to
renegotiate their accommodation
nightly)

2B People living in homeless
hostels and other types of
temporary accommodation

for homeless people (where
occupants have a designated bed
or room)

2C Women and children living in
refuges for those fleeing domestic
violence

2D People living in camps
provided for ‘internally displaced
people'i.e. those who have fled
their homes as a result of armed
conflict, natural or human-made
disasters, human rights violations,
development projects, etc. but have
not crossed international borders

2E People living in camps or
reception centres/temporary
accommodation for asylum seekers,
refugees and other immigrants

3 A People sharing with friends and
relatives on a temporary basis

3 B People living under threat of
violence

3 C People living in cheap hotels,
bed and breakfasts and similar

3D People squatting in
conventional housing

3 E People living in conventional
housing that is unfit for human
habitation

3F People living in trailers,
caravans and tents

3 G People living in extremely
overcrowded conditions

3H People living in non-
conventional buildings and
temporary structures, including
those living in slums/informal
settlements

IGH FOCUS AREA IN BOLD

Visit our website at IGHomelessness.org for more information, or
contact mseeley@ GHomelessness.org.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
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How WILL A GLOBAL FRAMEWORK HELP TO END HOMELESSNESS?

Meaningful collaboration requires shared vocabulary. We've heard consistently from our partners
around the globe their frustration with time spent with colleagues across borders debating what
homelessness means, rather than moving forward the real work to resolve homelessness. We hope the
framework will act as a reference point to limit such definitional conversations, bringing the focus back
to solutions. Second, the IGH Framework is meant to provide a basis for a global estimate of people
affected by homelessness to enable “apples to apples” comparisons.

HOMELESSNESS LOOKS DIFFERENT EVERYWHERE. WHY USE ONE DEFINITION?

The definition “lacking access to minimally adequate housing” is broad. Any country or city can adopt
those categories within the framework that best reflect their own local conditions. We are not assuming
all categories will be adopted everywhere, but we do hope that the IGH Framework supports efforts to
develop more precise local definitions and encourages collaboration.

WHY wiLL IGH FOCUS ONLY ON SOME FORMS OF HOMELESSNESS?

IGH will focus our work with practitioners, policymakers and researchers whose efforts primarily address
the types of homelessness within categories one and two (a-c) of the framework. Our rationale is
straightforward. First, we have found that “homelessness” is more commonly understood in these terms
across the globe, and that these types of homelessness are more prevalent across countries and
continents than some of the other categories. Second, organizations and networks already exist to focus
on slum dwellers, refugees, and internally displaced peoples.

How WAS THIS FRAMEWORK DEVELOPED?

The lead authors for the framework are Professors Volker Busch-Geertsema, Dennis Culhane and
Suzanne Fitzpatrick. They drew upon the 'European Typology of Homelessness and Housing
Exclusion' (ETHOS) of FEANTSA and the European Observatory on Homelessness; work by Graham
Tipple and Suzanne Speak; and research on homelessness in specific world contexts. This final version
is the product of consultation with researchers and practitioners from nearly 30 countries across six
continents.

WHAT ARE THE NEXT STEPS FOR THE IGH FRAMEWORK?

IGH is developing toolkits to help those in-country to measure homelessness locally. These toolkits
include questions aligned with the Framework that can be asked in the field to more precisely assess
the numbers and types of people who lack access to minimally adequate housing.

WHERE CAN | LEARN MORE?
Visit www.ighomelessness.org for updates on this and other initiatives in support of an emerging global
movement to end homelessness.
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